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To the Charlotte Assembly 


Items Taken from the Reports 


Mass Communications—With such abundant indica- Home Missions—Of the 83 presbyteries which now make 
tions of the value other thoughtful Christians place upon up our General Assembly, 58 are asking aid from the Mis- 
television and radio, and in the awareness of the near vacuum sionary Support Department. 
in television so far as our church is concerned, our current 
tadio-television budget of $97,549 appears little more than Negro Work—We now have 72 (Negro) churches with 
the vestigial remains of a pre-television era. a membership of a little over 6,000. Before this new ap- 
proach to Negro Work, we could never report over 3,000. 

. The campaign of 1953 has been responsible for doubling 
the strength of our Negro churches. 


Presbyterian Foundation—The number of those who do 
not even know of the existence or function of the Presbyterian 
Foundation challenges us to extensive, well-planned publi- 
city. In the briefest time possible, we must make the people 
of our entire church aware of the existence and service of this 
agency. 


Urban Church—In surveys made in 19 cities a total of 
34 areas were located where it was recommended that sites 
for new Presbyterian churches should be purchased. In 21 

os ‘ cities 37 areas were pointed out where sites should be ob- 

Montreat—The General Assembly should be constantly suieedh eit Mien wits ii 

. . ~~ oo . . ’ > e ew c ‘hes. 
reminded that Montreat is the one institution of our church 
that serves every department of our denomination’s progr: ° . a ‘ . 
and that Montreat = nd should, | | e : ca eat Evangelism—During the year . . . 27,907 united with 
‘ at Montreat can, and should, be made, more ar re, Rate, “F- ‘a J : 
lint cttivian Crore th ene cuned a phages theca the church on profession of faith and 60,170 by reaffirmation 

g torce in oO church as well as a gres - ° > . eo Nt 
ee is ? 2s and transfer of membership, for a total of 88,077. 
spirational center. 


Christian Education—It is doubtful if there has been in 
our denomination a five-year period marked by such a great 
development of schools and colleges as the church has wit- 


General Council—The General Council looks forward, 
at an early date, to the erection of a building at the Presby- 
terian Center (Atlanta ic rill adequately , : < 

’ (Atla ) which will adequately house the nesned cince 1952. 
agencies located there. 


isti i . iti ief—Liberalized provision in regar¢ 

Christian Relations—Cases are numerous where Presby- praia and — ; ig a ae n im pe 1 

terians have taken prominent leadership in trying to main- pce Lagos oe poems om : we a Ge mtr a eo ~— 
H ° . *: c oe . > > °C nde > ners Ss 7 
tain sanity in communities of crisis. The spirit of the martyrs isters is being recommended to the General Assembly. 


“ still alive and the glory of the church is not confined to Women’s Work—Recommended: That all employing 
the past. . at a ying 


agencies of the church, in the congregation, presbytery, synod 
World Missions—On the basis. not of fantastic estimates. and Genera] Assembly earnestly consider placing the salaries 
but of urgent and realistic calls from the field, our church of women employees on the same level as that of men. Basing 
should be looking forward to a force of 750 missionaries and salary schedules on such considerations as skill, performance, 
a budget of $5,500,000 a vear for Foreign Missions as soon responsibility carried, preparation and experience. 
as possible. 
Presbyterian Survey—The official magazine is already 
Church Extension—The past year saw 51 new congrega- going into more than half of the homes of this entire denom- 
tions organized, making a 12-vear total of 628. ination. 











Letters to the Editors 





Plan Needed to Meet Big Opportunity 





Industrial Ministry 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

When 19 presbyteries overture the As 
sembly, requesting full-time leadership 
through the Board of Church Extension 
to guide our church in reaching the 
South’s industrial population—that’s real 
news! (OuTLooK, Mar. 24) How tremen- 
dously encouraging it is to see such a real 
tide of concern, swelling from all across 
the assembly. 

The sobering truth, however, is that 
even now we're terribly late, terribly slou 


getting started. (We wanted them, we 
courted them—and right. now, today, 


Southern fa&térfe# and mill provide their 
daily bread to vast numbers of people in 
our Southland.) But where is the church's 
“machinery”? Where the organized, ca 
pable leadership? Where the trained, will- 
ing corps of ministers already at work in 
churches with a vital ministry to indus 
trial people—churches with the Presby 
terian sign out front? 

Your Mar. 24 editorial comment 
surely to the point. It would indeed be 
easy for the Assembly simply to authorize 
a “study” to see whether this need fo1 
Board-level leadership exists. But—‘“this 
is not needed, since the facts in hand al 
ready speak eloquently of the need. 
This effort should claim the Assembly’s 
enthusiastic endorsement.” 

CHARLES S. Sypnor, Jr 
Leatherwood, Ky. 


Was 


Before Remarriage, Repentance 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The recently published report on Mar 
riage, Divorce, and Re-Marriage (Ovw1 
LOOK, Feb. 24) shows an earnest. prayer 
ful effort to ascertain the will of God 
through his Word on this difficult subject. 
It is with hesitancy, therefore, that one 
suggests what seems a vital weakness 
therein which could vitiate the good in 
tentions involved. 

While an emphasis has been placed 
upon preventing divorce, as sinful, and 
upon efforts to effect a reconcilement be- 
fore divorce, the report concludes: “If the 
applicant [for remarriage to another] 
has been clearly at fault in the break-up 
of a previous marriage. the ministe1 
{[?) shall weigh, as of paramount impor- 
tance, the quality of the applicant's pres- 
ent faith, contrition, and purpose, being 
mindful of the mercy of God... careful 
never to hold against any child of God a 
sin which God himself may have forgiven 
and put behind him forever.” 

Now, as I understand it, God's forgive 
ness is based upon real repentance (not 
merely upon contrition, penitence, pur 
pose) and that involves as “fruits’’ every 
effort to effect a reconciliation and the 
making of restitution to the injured party 
(Mt. 5:23,24). Tillich terms love “the 
urge to the reunion of the separated.” 
(See also I Jo. 4:20, 3:14.) 

Does this report duly protect the rights 
of the injured party or parties? Suppose 


an abandoned wife (say with five young 
children, as I have seen) is now ignored 
and no real effort made after the “peni 


tence, contrition, and new faith,” toward 
reconciliation, does not Mt. 5:23.24 apply? 
Is the church to bless this stumbling block 
(with its blighted lives, even of children, 
sometimes a public scandal), without ex- 


hausting every means of proving the 
Spirit's power of changing hearts, and 
of reconciling the “‘irreconciliable’? Would 
she not then be vulnerable to the accusa- 
tion of ‘covering up” realities, of ignor- 
ing our Savior’s plain instructions (and 
our gospel)? The clearest statement of a 
sinner’s being saved from the lips of 
Jesus was made after Zacchacus pledged 
restitution, plus gifts to the poor (Lu. 
19:2-10). Must we not require, as John, 
“fruits befitting repentance”? (Mt. 5:8). 
“Not everyone that says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord’ shall enter the Kingdom ... but he 
who does the will of my Father which is 
in Heaven” (Mt. 7:21-23). The report 
has plainly spelled out that “will.” Is not 
Rom. 7:2,3 binding upon both parties? 
Or, frankly, have we lost, at this point, 
faith in the Spirit’s power to reconcile 
changed hearts? Is not this our first busi- 
ness? (Col. 1:20; 2 Cor. 5:18). Cf course, 
if the other party is dead, or re-married, 
the course is clearer (we do not pretend 
to have “all the answers’). But surely 
“faith without works is dead” and the 
influence of a new romance deceptive... . 
The gospel boasts the sinner can be made 
right, and righten wrong done. Is it true. 
actually? Dare we refuse to ferret out 
and face honestly all facts involved. mere- 
ly because the injured suffers in silence, 
or with her children? (Matt. 18:6). Surely 
the Cross proclaims the fact that justice 
and love are inseparable. Delay in “wait- 
ing on the Lord” till “mercy and truth 
are met together, and righteousness and 
peace kiss each other” is not sinful; haste 
ean be. After all, says Jesus, everyone 
does not have to marry (or re-marry) 
even if “all cannot receive this saying” 
(Mt. 19:11). 

Praying this question may receive fur- 
ther study, and the criticism not be term- 
ed “hyper-critical” in a matter that affects 
so many besides the “applicant.”.. . 

J.C. CRANE. 
Gulfport, Miss. 

P. S. The observation that we do re- 
ceive re-married divorcees by letter from 
other churches is irrelevant. Receipt by 
letter acknowledges the dignity and equal- 
ity of a sister church, trusting her to have 
dealt with the sinner in accord with 
Jesus’ teachings (all of them). We cannot 
set ourselves above other churches in this 
or any similar matter, especially in their 
dealing with past (?) sins. 


Elders from a Church 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In regard to the overture from Win- 
chester Presbytery regarding participa- 
tion of ruling elders in presbytery (OvT- 
LOOK, March 24), the ideas sound very 
fair. However, a church is a church and 
a congregation is a congregation. One of 
1500 or more members is no more a church 
qualitatively than a congregation of 50. 
Since ruling elders representing these 
churches are not instructed commission- 
ers there is no reason to pro-rate repre- 
sentation so as to make it seem more 
representative of a larger congregation's 
voice. 

The wish of a majority of a congrega- 
tion or its session is not binding on an 
elder commissioner and no purpose would 
be served in having several elders who do 
not represent the wishes of a sending body 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond 


Publishers Inc., 


1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks 
Telephone Milton 9-1371; night, ELgin 3-5654. 


15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


on some pro-rated or other basis. 

A minister who is a member of presby- 
tery is not restricted to a fraction of a 
vote because he serves a small church. A 
congregation, as a member of presbytery, 
should not be given more votes because it 
is of a larger size.... 

Since 750 members is considered to be 
the optimum size (National Council fig. 
ures) of a congregation, holding out a 
reward of increased representation would 
tend to carry us toward the point of di- 
minishing returns. (Maybe we should be 
penalized for giantism and encouraged to 
colonize more churches.)... . 

If this move is a tendency to have more 
minds at work in the leadership of the 
church, why don’t we just slip into the 
anarchy and chaos of congregationalism? 
In our present system elders can be put to 
work on presbytery committees without 
attending presbytery, or even without be- 
ing active members of their own ses- 
sions.... 

CHARLES B. TALLEY 
Manchester, Md. 


1958 P. I. Q. 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Please send us 50 copies of the 1958 
Presbyterian I. Q. test. I think it would 
be of great interest to our men and women 
to find out how much they do or do not 
know about our church. 

NASHVILLE PAstor 


Please send us 100 copies. ... We will 
use this at our family night meeting in 
May. You are to be congratulated on pre- 
paring and making available to the 
churches this quiz. 

MEMPHIS PAsTOR. 


May I have 100 copies. . . . This would 
really be an aid to the teaching of teen 
agers. ... 

Nortru Litr_e Rock. 


women's circle and 
men’s general meetings.—Ly\curure, Va. 
150 copies—for men’s and women’s 
meetings.—CHURCHVILLE, Va. 
200—WImLMINGTON, N. C. 
300—MIAMI SHORES, FLA. 
200—CaAMDEN, S. C. 
75—MIAMI, FLA. 
80—FAYETTEVILLE, N. C. 
30—NITRo, W. VA. 
20—C1LHoUN Fats, S. C. 
etc., etc 
NOTE—For rush delivery, 45¢ postage 
should be added. 


Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., USA, AR and 
United Presbyterians 


400 copies—fer 








There is no charge for this service. 
EXCHANGE 

Carthage, N. C., First ch, 397 mbs; Sun. 
morn and Wed. evening services; also in 
rural ch on Ist and 4th Sun. evenings. 
Manse excg. Prefer New York or vicinity 
for month of July. B. E. Dotson, Carthage, 
Carolina Beach, N.C., ch, 190 mbs, serv- 
ices, 8 & 11 a.m., 4 Aug. Sundays. Desire 
mountains Ky,, Va., N. C. Manse here 1S 
2 blocks from the water. Harry P. Mitch- 
ell, Box 571, Carolina Beach, N. C. 


WISH TO SUPPLY : 

Chicago, IL, preferably northwest side; 
Aug. 17, 24. Wm. T. Wing, Jr.. 2672 Fair- 
lane Dr., S.E., Atlanta 15, Ga. (Lakewood 
ch.) 

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., area, August. Fam- 
ily of 5. Manse desired. J. P. LaForte. 
555 Bainbridge St., Brooklyn 33, N.Y» 
(Westminster U. P. Ch.) 


Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
July and August and last week December. 
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| NEWS ROUND-UP | 


Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints) membership increased 
71,583 last year, for a total of 1,488,314. 
There are 12,982 missionaries serving 
the usual 18 months to three-year period. 

APPROXIMATELY 750 Negroes cre 
now attending 35 Texas colleges and uni- 
versities that previously were all white. 

. STUDENTS at the Candler School of 
Theology, Emory University (Methodist), 
have voted 9-1 in favor of accepting Ne- 
gro students. . . . MorE THAN 200 na- 
tionally-circulated magazines, including 
17 with circulations of more than 1,000,- 
000 each, refuse to accept alcoholic bev- 
erage advertising. THE ROMAN 
CarHo.ic St. Cecilia Mission in Jesuit 
Bend, La., has been reopened by Arch- 
bishop Rummel, of New Orleans, .fter 
being closed for more than two years be- 
cause parishioners had barred a Negro 
clergyman from conducting services. .. . 
SUNDAY OPENING of 200 super markets 
in the Detroit area has been suspended 
following mounting protests by church 
and other groups. GOVERNMENT 
REPORTS say church construction is de- 
clining, apparently because of the im- 
pact of the current business recession. 
New construction dropped $3,000,000 
during March from the February level, 
although there is ordinarily a seasonal 
increase in building activity at this time. 

THE Massacuusetts Council of 
Churches is selecting and will distribute 
two sermons on gambling in support of 
its current campaign against crime in 
that state... . RicHarp M. FAcLry, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Commission on 
the Churches on International Affairs 
(World Council of Churches), says that 
the basic issue in Colombia is the “legal 
disabilities” against Protestants “decreed 
under the Rojas Pinella dictatorship in 
1953-54... . ComMitTTEEs in the New 
York State Legislature have killed a bill 
providing for the posting of the Ten 
Commandments in public schools. 
A PROPOSAL to withdraw the eight Negro 
students from Little Rock’s Central High 
School next fall was opposed by Dunbar 
H. Ogden, president of the Greater Little 
Rock Ministerial Association and pastor 
of the Central Presbyterian Church. He 
said he wanted to see the students kept 
there “‘as a recognition that it is a basic 
human right for all young people to go 
'o tax-supported public schools together.” 





The Moderator? 


Whether there will be one or many 
nominees for Moderator of the Charlotte 
Assembly was somewhat uncertain as the 
time for the meeting neared. 

Early rumors connected the names of 
several commissioners with plans for 
their nomination but, according to the 
best “inside” information that could be 
secured, all but one of these efforts had 
folded up. 

As the time approached, the one com- 
missioner for whom definite plans were 
being made was the co-chairman of the 
Charlotte entertainment committee, an 
elder of the First church, Philip F. How- 
erton. 

He is to be nominated by John N. 
Thomas, professor of theology at Union 
Seminary in Virginia, and by Thomas 
W. Currie, Jr., Bellaire, Texas, pastor. 

Mr. Howerton is general agent for the 
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany in Charlotte and an elder in the 
First church. He is a member of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Board of Annuities and 
Relief and also a trustee and director of 
the Mountain Retreat Association (Mon- 
treat). It was his father, James R. How- 
erton, who conceived the idea and founded 
Montreat. Dr. Howerton was Moderator 
of the 1907 Genera] Assembly. He was 
pastor of the First church, Charlotte, 
when he was elected, going the next year 
to a professorship at Washington and 
Lee University which he filled until his 
death in 1924. 

If Mr. Howerton is elected it will be 
the second time a father and son have 
been named Moderator of the U. S. As- 
sembly. The others: Frank W. Price 
(1953) and P. Frank Price (1936). 

The March issue of The Mecklenburg 
Presbyterian carries a picture of Mr. 
Howerton and the other co-chairman, 
James Y. Pharr, Jr., with details of their 
service. 


New Construction 
At Austin Seminary 


A quarter-million dollar classroom 
and convocation hall is to be built on the 
campus of Austin Presbyterian Theologi- 
cal Seminary. It will be dedicated to the 
memory of the late B. W. Trull, of Pa- 
lacios, Texas, who was a member of the 
board of trustees and a benefactor of the 
seminary in many ways. 

The seminary trustees are now plan- 
ning building facilities and faculty addi- 
tions for a student body of 400. 


Standing Committees 


Chairmen of the standing committees 
of the Charlotte Assembly have been ap- 
pointed by the retiring Moderator, Wil- 
liam M., Elliott, Jr., as follows: 

Bills and Overtures, John N. Thomas, 

Richmond, Va. 

Judicial Business, General Jos. B. Fraser, 

Hinesville, Ga. 

Office of General Assembly, Thomas W. 

Currie, Jr., Bellaire, Texas. 

General Council, J. Cecil Lawrence, Char- 
lotte. 

World Missions, J. Herndon McCain, Bir- 
mingham. 

Church Extension, 

Clinton, S. C. 
Christian Education, Dr. W. E. McNair, 

Decatur, Ga. 

Annuities and Relief, John T. McVay, 

Huntington, W. Va. 

Women’s Work, John Olert, Jr., St. Jo- 
seph, Mo. 
Interchurch Relations, 

Baton Rouge, La. 
Christian Relations, Fred R. Stair, Hick- 

ory, N. C. 

Minister and His Work, J. Malcolm Mur- 

echison, Concord, N. C. 

Presbyterian Survey, Dr. Milton Carothers, 

Tallahassee, Fla. 

Christianity and Health, J. Martin Single- 
ton, Oklahoma City. 


Marshall W. Brown, 


John W. Melton, 


All of the chairmen are ministers ex- 
cept General Fraser, President Brown, 
Dr. McNair, Mr. McVay, and Dr. Caro- 
thers. 





Keeping up with the 
CHARLOTTE ASSEMBLY— 


These Outlook reports: 

Jan. 13, Using church buildings for 
public schools. 

Feb. 24, Divorce and Remarriage 

Mar. 10, Christianity and Health 

Mar. 17, Christian Relations (1); 
1961 Centennia!; Minister and 
His Work; Editorial: Propaganda 
Effort; Commissioners: Ala., N.C. 

Mar. 24, Christian Relations (2); 
Overtures; General Council; Edi- 
torial: Overtures; Commissioners: 


Ky., Tex. 
Mar. 31, United Churches; Propa- 
ganda_ Effort; Commissioners: 


Appl., Ark., Fla., W. Va. 

Apr. 7, Women’s Board; Stated 
Clerk Nominee; Lord’s Day; Com- 
missioners: Ga., La., Miss. 

Apr. 14, Book of Church Order, In- 
terchurch Relations, Fraternal 
Delegates, Christian Education, 
Mass Communications, Commis- 
sioners: Mo., Okla., S. C., Tenn., 


Va. 
This issue—Annuities & Relief, 
Church Extension, World Mis- 


sions, Committee Chairmen, A. 
T. S., Stillman, Montreat, Mod- 
eratorial Prospects, Presbyterian 
Survey, Presbyterian Foundation, 
Daily Schedule. 

















U.S. G. A.—Charlotte 


DAILY SCHEDULE 


WEDNESDAY, April 23, First Church, Char- 
lotte 


2:30 p.m., Pre-Assembly Conference in 


Evangelism: B. F. Hall, Theodore E. 
Jones, John Calvin Rose, Gerald Knoff, 


Paul T. Jones. Evening (7:30)—Elmer G 
Homrighausen, Princeton Seminary. 


THURSDAY, April 24, First Church, Char- 
lotte 
8:30 a.m., 
Jones, Rose, 
hausen. 
1:45 p.m., Knoff: 


Paul T 
Knoff. 


Hall, T. E. 
a.m. Homrig- 


Jones, 
11:15 


Seminars, same lead- 


ers, groups rotate; 4:00 p.m.—Homrig- 
hausen. 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
7:30 p.m., Opening of the Assembly, 


Covenant Church, 1000 E. Morehead St. 

Sermon by the retiring Moderator, Wil 
liam M. Elliott, Jr. Election of Modera- 
tor. Rout'ne business. 


FRIDAY, April 25, First Church. 

8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., and 2:00 p.m.-5:30 
p.m. Standing committees meet. 

7:30 p.m., World Missions 


SATURDAY, April 26 


8:30 a.m.—Worship, J. Herndon Me- 
Cain, Birmingham, Ala. Ad interim com- 
mittee reports: (1) Divorce and Remar 


riage; (2) Lord’s Day: (3) United or 
Federated Churches; (4) Mass Commu 
nications. Recess: 12:30 p.m. 


2:00 p.m. (5) Centennial 
(6) Salary Seales; (7) 

5:30 p.m., Board 
College (20 miles). 

7:30 p.m., Christian Education program 
at Davidson. 


SUNDAY, April 27 


Observance; 
Montreat 
buses for Davidson 


9:00 a.m., Communion service, First 
church. 

11:00 a.m., Worship, First church. Wal- 
lace M. Alston, preaching. 

3:30 p.m., Interchurch Relations. Fra- 


ternal Delegates: J. Calvin Reid, (Presby- 


terian, USA); Robt. H. Meneilly (United 
Presbyterian); Henry E. Pressly (A.R.); 
Justin Vander Kolk (Dutch Reformed); 
Charles C. Parlin (National Council). 


7:30 p.m., Methodist 
Moore, Atlanta. 


MONDAY, April 28 

6:30 a.m., Ruling Elders’ Breakfast, 
Charlotte Hotel, Marshall C. Dendy, speak- 
er. 

8:30 a.m., Worship, John Olert, Jr., St. 
Joseph, Mo. Standing Committees: (1) 
Bills & Overtures; (2) Judicial Business: 
(3) Office of the General Assembly: (4) 
World Missions: (5) Annuities & Relief. 
Recess: 12:30 p.m. 


Bishop Arthur J 


2:00 p.m., Worship, Warren B. Gaw, 
York, S. C. Special order: Revision of 
Form of Government, Book of Church 
Order. Committee: (6) Interchurch Re- 
lations; (7) General Council; (8) Pres- 
byterian Survey; (9) Christian Educa- 
tion. Recess: 5:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m., Popular meetings: Church 


Extension, Presbyterian Foundation. 


TUESDAY, April 29 
8:30 a.m., Worship, Iain Wilson, Balti- 
more, Md. (10) Church Extension; (11) 
Minister and His Work; (12) Christian 
Relations. 
2:00 p.m., (13) Women's Work: 
Christianity and Health, 


4 


(14) 
+> 


U.S. G. A.—Charlotte 


ANNUITY PROVISIONS MAY BE 
LIBERALIZED FOR MINISTERS 


Long-standing differences of opinion 
and misunderstanding about the Presby- 
terian, U.S., retirement allowances and 
restrictions upon participants in the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund come out at almost 
every General Assembly. 

Major question: Why should not a 
minister who has reached the age of 
retirement be allowed to retire and also 
receive the benefits of the annuity which 
he has built up through the years? 

Executives and insurance actuaries 
have tried repeatedly to explain the in- 
tricacies of statistical tables without suc- 
cess. They have said the church’s plan 
is not that kind; that to do what is asked 
would jeopardize the fund unless exten- 
sive sums of money were raised in order 
to change the policy basis. 

Last year, as a result of sharp ques- 
tioning and evidences of dis-satisfaction, 
expressed in overtures, in the standing 
committee and on the floor of the Assem- 
bly, the Board agreed to have an cutside 
agency make a study looking toward 
liberalization or specifications of what 
would be needed to meet the requests of 
persistent critics. 

The study was made by a Philadelphia 
agency and the Board will present the 
results to the Charlotte Assembly. It 
will report that approximately $2.250,- 
000 would be needed in additional funds 
in order to allow retired ministers to con- 
tinue to preach. Two other dangers are 
recognized in this procedure: (1) Min- 
isters may continue to stay on in a pas- 
torate long after their effectiveness is 
past; and (2) Churches may be encour- 
aged to lower the amount paid such min- 
isters in view of annuity benefits. 

In view of the actuaries’ information 
that it would require an additional re- 
seve of $2,250,000 and an increase in 
rete from 10% to 103447 in order to 
change from retiremert at age 65 to a 
‘“fixed-age retirement” plan, it is rec- 
ommended that the present plan centinue. 

The Board does recommend, however, 
that policies be liberalized so as to per- 
mit ministers to preach more without be- 
ing penalized by the less of annuity ben- 
efits. Now they may preach as much as 
three months (or 13 Sundavs) e*ch vear 
if the churches pay Anruity dues. 

It is recommended that if thev serve 
as Temporary Supplies, preaching longer 
than 13 Sundays, thev must notify the 


Worship, Oliver Carmichael, Tallahas- 
see, Fla. Adjournment. 

(There is no fixed time for adjourn- 
ment. The business is continued until it 
is completed. Last year adjournment came 
before Tuesday noon. Sessions have con- 
tinued until late Tuesday or into Wednes- 
day.) 


Board, stop receiving annuity benefits, 
and resume annuity dues payments. They 
may preach four consecutive Sundays in 
one church without a loss of benefits. As 
Occasional Supplies they may preach for 
not more than four consecutive Sundays, 
Otherwise, there is no limit to the num- 
ber of times they may preach. 

As Occasional Supplies they have no 
annuity payment responsibility. 


Annuities & Relief 


Membership in the Ministers’ Annuity 
Fund at the end of December 31 was re- 
ported at 2,854, according to the Board's 
report to the Assembly. Last year 177 
ministers joined the fund and 69 retired 
from active service. In addition 22 trans- 
ferred to other denominations, nine died, 


and 14 cancelled their membership. 
Average age of ministers at retirement 
now is 69.76. For the 17-year period 


since the fund began the average retire- 
ment age has been 71.01. 

When the Annuity Fund was inaugu- 
rated in 1940 there were 570 persons re- 
ceiving appropriations from Ministerial 
Relief funds. List vear 611 persens re- 
ceived relief benefits on annuity supple- 
ments. Of these. 291 were never in the 
Annuity Fund and 320 were annuitants 
who required supplements. The total 
amount received by the 611 was $568,- 
How long the Ministerial Relief 
fund must continue to be operated. the 
Board says, it cannot tell, in view cf the 
effects of inflation and other pressures. 

It is pointed cut that presbyteries are 
contributing to the continuing need cf these 
relief funds in two ways: (1) By grant- 
ing ministers permission to serve within 
the church without becoming members 
ef the MAF: and (2) by receiving min- 
isters from cther denominations without 
pension svstems who at the time of their 
reception are bevond the age when ade- 
quate retirement annuities can be earned 
through MAF mmbership. 

The supplemental value of Social Se- 
curity for the minister is underscored. 

The Board, which manages the Pres- 
byterivn Center in Atlanta, expresses the 
hope that the present buildings there can 
be replaced with a permanent office struc- 
ture before 1961. 


336. 


Historical Foundation 


With photographic equipment installed, 
the Historical Foundation at Montreal, 
N. C., now reports that extensive use is 
being made of it. 

Copies of sessional and church records 
that are microfilmed are being sought for 
the archives. 
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@ Is the opposition to ‘Christian Relations” based 
on Fundamentalist ‘‘piety’’ and social reaction? 


What Alternative to Social Action? 


Efforts are being made in some sections to abclish the Presbyterian, U S., Council 
on Christian Relations or any succeeding effort in that field. Such efforts have long 
been made, though with diminishing fervor and strength since the beginning of the 
work of the General Assembly’s Committee on Social and Moral Welfare in the 1930s 

A recent article by J. Howard Pew of Philadelphia, appearing in an extremely con- 
servative publication, suggested that the PreSbyterian, USA, Department of Social 


Education and Action should be abolished. 


Because of such efforts, a letter appearing in the Fundamentalist publication, 


United Evangelical Action, is of particular interest, pointing up the alternatives. 
is the official publication of the National Association of Evangelicals. 


pears below. 


UNING IN on a radio newscast the 

other night, I heard the speaker make 
an impassionate plea to Americans to 
prevent a depression: “Every worker laid 
off is a victory for Russia!”’ he cried. Of 
course, we ought to be interested in pre- 
venting a depression for our own sakes, 
regardless of its effect on Russia. Never- 
theless, the news analyst—a retired min- 
ister, I believe—showed a more objective 
attitude toward the subject than do the 
Evangelicals. Pick up any Fundamen- 
talist paper and you will find Commu- 
nism regarded as a rival religion, to be 
demolished by a few well-chosen Bible 
texts. Your editorial on ‘“The Nature of 
the Beast”? (Action* Feb. 1) solemly af- 
firms ... “only evangelical Christianity 
has the philosophy, the technique, and 
the inherent spiritual power necessary to 
defeat Communism.’ A nice generaliza- 
tion. Yet in your editorial Labor Day 
1957 (Action, Sept. 1) you resentfully 
remark, ‘‘Labor constantly demands high- 
er wages.” But it is precisely labor’s 
ability to purchase the gocds it produces 
that keeps capitalism going. When work- 
ers stop buying, our economy goes into 
a tailspin. regardless of Evangelical phi- 
losophy. 

No wonder “the old-time religion” is 
dying out, as reported by Dr. Victor 
Obenhaus of the Chicago Theological 
Seminary, addressing a session of annual 
Midwestern Ministers’ Week at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago (Chicago Daily News, 
Jan. 22): “The town and_ country 
churches have fostered a type of pietism 
that has been largely unrelated to the 
major issues of American life and world 
life. Hence, religion has come to seem 
irrelevant to a great many people in rural 
areas.” 

Now the Evangelicals propose to make 
it even more irrelevant. “A Charter for 
Crisis Christianity” (Action, Jan. 1) 
states as its first article, “A new emphasis 
must be placed on the all-consuming 
Spiritual purpose of the church’s work 

. we must realize that the church is 
to answer spiritual questions, solve 





*United Evangelical Action, publication 
of the National Association of Evangeli- 
cals. vt 
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spiritual problems, give spiritual help. 
. . A hundred agencies concern them- 
selves with other aspects of our existence.” 


Uneasy Conscience 

Two weeks later (Action, Jan. 15) 
comes an anguished cry from Olav Eik- 
land in “The Christian Citizen”: “Why 
is the personal influence of great Chris- 
tians not felt in the broad spheres of 
human life today? Has not the Christian 
citizen a duty to perform in the nation 
as well as a place to fill in the church 
where he is a member?” 

A decade ago it looked as if the Funda- 
mentalists were on the verge of waking 
up, when Dr. Carl F. H. Henry produced 
his book, The Uneasy Conscience of 
Modern Fundamentalism, with an intro- 
duction by Dr. Harold J. Ockenga. ‘‘For 
the first protracted period in its history,” 
wrote Dr. Henry, “evangelical Christi- 
anity stands divorced from the great 
social reform movement . . . it is spe- 
cifically the humanism of the dav that is 
most vocal and vigorous in the attack on 
admitted social evils.” 

Dr. Ockenga deplored “the abandon- 
ment of social fields to the secularist.” 
Quoting a criticism voiced by a man who 
listened to one of his sermons, “Why mist 
the church be on the wrong side of every 
major social issue?” Dr. Ockenga com- 
mented: ‘If the Bible-believing Chris- 
tian is on the wrong side of social prob- 
lems such as war, race, class, labor, 
liquor, imperialism, etc., it is time to get 
over the fence to the right side. The 
church needs a progressive Fundamen- 
talism with a social message.”’ 

A year later, in January, 1948, the 
Moody Monthly ran an article by Dr. 
William Ward Ayer asking, “Shall the 
Church Concern Itself with Society’s 
Problems?” Taking as his text the par- 


able of the Good Samaritan, Dr. Ayer 
pointed out: “Jesus is here teaching 
neighborliness, an important tenet of any 
creed for Christian living. It is surpris- 
ing that Jesus turned the lawyer’s spirit- 
ual question, ‘What shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ into a social discussion 
with a racial angle. The man was think- 
ing about heaven, but Jesus brought him 
back to earth with this lesson on neigh- 
borliness, saying, ‘Go thou, and do like- 
wise.’ ” 

“A life-and-death struggle is going on 
in the world today,” Dr. Ayer concluded, 
‘and the church cannot like the priest 
and the Levite in the parable ‘pass by on 
the other side’ in indifference. An ap- 
palling impotence has crept over the 
Protestant church in America. We have 
blamed the condition on Modernism. . . 
but orthodox Fundamentalism has some- 
thing to answer for, and stern accusation 
is being brought against us in many 
quarters.” 


Billy Graham 

Then came Billy Graham, with his 
meteoric rise on three issues: salvation, 
anti-Communism, and Armageddon. For 
the reactionaries, tories, and warmongers, 
he was just what the doctor ordered. No 
longer is the conscience of modern Fun- 
damentalism uneasy; it is complacent. 
Have not even the Modernist social-gos- 
pellers taken Billy to their bosoms? They 
sponsor his crusades; they sit on the plat- 
form with him; they reward him hand- 
somely for his labors. But the Graham 
star is bound to fade—not all his charm 
and eloquence can turn the clock back 
permanently—and then where will the 
Evangelicals be? 

“But we are not indifferent to social 
evils,” you protest; “look how vigorously 
we fight drunkenness, divorce, juvenile 
delienquency, obscene literature.” Those 
are side issues growing largely from our 
form of economy and our war psychosis. 
The chief reason why we have obscene 
literature is that it pays. 

Information on Russian morals came 
last week when a reporter from the Chi- 
cago Daily News interviewed Dr. Marcus 
Bach, of the University of Towa’s school 
of religion, here to address a convention 








One of the major needs of Christianity today is greater relevance 
to what is going on in the world. The church is much less relevant 
to social matters now than 40 years ago. The church too often doesn’t 
speak out enough. It has become too timid on most of the great issues 
facing the world.—Dean Liston Pope of the Yale Divinity School. 














of Methodist Hospitals and Homes. Dr. 
Bach visited the U.S.S.R. last summer. 
Said he: ‘‘Crime sprees and immorality 
do not plague the Soviet Union as they 
do the United States. We’re being put on 
the spot,’’ he warned. ‘There’s almost a 
puritanism in Russia that we don’t asso- 
ciate with a godless country. Russia pre- 
sents a real challenge to us, and this is 
something very real tome. We don’t seem 
to come to grips with some of the ethical 
concepts of Christianity.” 

The paramount issue today is that of 
ending nuclear bomb tests. As I write, 
a weekly news magazine arrives in the 
mail, and I see a double-spread adver- 
tisement of the National Committee for 
a Sane Nuclear Policy, headlined: ‘‘We 
are facing a danger unlike any danger 
that has ever existed. In our possession 
and in the possession of the Russians are 
more than enough nuclear explosives to 
put an end to the life of man on earth.” 
Two columns of close print develop the 
idea, and five ways of helping are sug- 
gested to the reader. The appeal closes 
with two long columns of signatures: here 
are famous scientists, educators, authors, 
labor leaders, world citizens, Jewish 
rabbis, many Protestant ministers—Mod- 
ernists, Unitarians, Quakers, but no Fun- 
damentalists. For them, this is the wrong 
side. 


Dahlberg Speech 

So also is the electrifying statement 
made by Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, newly- 
elected president of the National Council 
of Churches at its convention in St. 


Louis: 
“In a world where the great powers 
stand poised with intercontinental mis- 


siles and missiles against missiles, ready 
to trig:er the deadly destruction of all 
that we know of modern civilization, old 
concepts of military security are com- 
pletely outmoded. We are now faced with 
chemical and mechanical destruction on 
such a colossal scale that nothing more 
of the world may be left than a radio- 
active ash-heap. 

“The church is therefore charged with 
the responsibility of awakening public 
opinion to the utter folly and futility of 
spending $40 billions of dollars on a sys- 
tem that never in the world can defend 
us.” 


Every peace-lover in that audience 
must have thrilled to the noble utterance. 
But Action (Jan. 1) without even men- 
tioning the address remarked sourly that 
Dr. Dahlberg is known for his liberal 
social views and has let his name be used 
by nine allegedly subversive organiza- 
tions. 

If, ten years ago, it was “time to get 
over the fence to the right side,” how 
much more urgent is it today! The ques- 
tion is, can Fundamentalism be human- 
ized to become a force for progress, or is 
there something in its very nature that 
dooms it to play a reactionary role? 


B. CHENICEK 
Chicago, Il. 
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U.S. G. A.—Charlotte 


Church Extension Board Takes 
Note of Basis of Opposition 


In its report to the 1958 Assembly, the 
Presbyterian U. S. Board of Church Ex- 
tension declares: x 

“Busy men and women across the As- 
sembly probably have given more thought 
to Church Extension during 1957 than at 
any previous time in our history.” 

In reporting its many-sided activities, 
the Board describes in detail some of 
the achievements of the year. It makes 
a passing reference to evidences of oppo- 
sition that have been brought about when 
groups in some areas have attempted to 
have Church Extension funds cut off in 
their attack on the Christian Relations 
program which while a part of the ad- 
ministrative set-up of Church Extension 
is responsible directly to the General As- 
sembly. The Board says: 

“Some members, entirely unknown to 
us, sent extra unsolicited gifts out of a 
desire to make up losses sustained by this 
Board through the actions of several 
churches in cutting off support because of 
dissatisfaction with particular actions of 
the General Assembly. We do not censure 
anyone for this, nor do we propose to enter 
into debate on issues of the day with those 
congregations who have cut off support. 
We could wish their leaders to under- 
stand, however, that an Assembly board 
cannot properly tell the Assembly itself 
what it should or should not say. That 
is always the prerogative of the court.” 

The Board reports a “growing spirit 
of cooperation and understanding” with 
agencies on synod and presbytery levels 
and says there has never been more evi- 
dence of team work and mutual concern 
between these groups and the Board. 

Last year’s Church Extension offering 
was divided on an 80-20 basis, with the 
larger portion going to the presbyteries. 
Funds are slow coming in, but it is esti- 
mated that the total will be approximately 
$725,000, with the Synod of Texas giv- 
ing $284,000. 

Twelve Year Record 
With 51 new churches organized last 


year, the record for the past 12 years 
(628 churches) is given: 


Alabama ------ 34 Missouri ------ 5 
Appalachia .... 54 North Carolina 93 
Arkansas ------ 20 Oklahoma ---.. 2 
Fiewwes. «-..... 57 South Carolina. 53 
ee 42 Tennessee ----- 17 
Kentucky ------ SS FE eoneenwns 92 
Louisiana ----- 26. “FRE, oncanas 63 
Mississippi --.. 18 West Virginia _. 32 


The Board says: 


“There is no hope that our church will 
be able to enter every place of opportunity 
and still maintain the vast amount of her 
own benevolence at home and abroad. 
Therefore, it becomes increasingly impor- 


tant to exercise wisdom in locating the 
new churches we are to build. The fact 
that there is no Presbyterian church ip 
a given community is not sufficient rea. 
son for putting one there, provided the 
area is already adequately served by other 
communions.” 


Two Off, Two On 


_ During the past year Birmingham and 
St. Louis Presbyteries assumed full sup- 
port of their Home Mission work. How- 
ever, Suwannee and Shawnee have been 
added to the list of those receiving aid. 
Of 83 presbyteries in the Assembly, 58 
are asking aid for this year. : 

The Board has a policy which limits a 
loan to any established church to $10,- 
000. In cases of new work being devel- 
oped the maximum loan may be as much 
as $25,000. However, with far more de- 
mands than can be met, all ay plicants 
are urged to secure needed money Iccally. 

In regard to opportunities in Negro 
Work, the report declares: 

“Only the Catholic Church and _ the 
Southern Presbyterian Church are moving 
with concerted effort to reach these new 
areas.” 


It is pointed out that most Negro de- 
nominations with a congregational form 
of government may not be able to move 
with concerted action in helping to de- 
velop new work. 

There are now 72 Negro churches with 
a membership of a little more than 6,000, 
compared with less than 3,000 before the 
present program began in 1953. The Ne- 
gro Work campaign of 1953 produced 
gifts totalling $1,950,027, with more 
than half going to Stillman College. 


Locating a Church 


In the Urban Church Department re- 
port, the Board says the secretary, Hal 
FE. Hyde, has himself surveyed every 
major city in the Assembly and many 
smaller ones. In recommendations about 
the location of churches the Board says: 

“In every case local Presbyterian forces 
have been urged to purchase needed sites 
early enough to get sufficient acreage for 
both buildings and off-street parking. The 
latter has become an absolute essential to 
wise planning in most urban centers, and 
will be of increasing importance as traffic 
congestion becomes worse—as it surely 
will.” 

It calls for the use of all available 
helps from city planners, highway en- 
gineers and corporations projecting util- 
ity services into new areas of home build- 
ing when a church site is to be chosen. 

Presbyterian, U. S., chaplains serving 
with the armed forces increased in num- 
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ber during the year from 45 to 51, with 
four returning to civilian ministry. Nine 
ministers with Reserve commissions were 
called into active duty. More younger 
minister, it is said, should obtain Reserve 
commissions in the various branches of 
the services. 

In the section on Christian Relations 
the report says: 

“In the decade since 1947 there has 
peen evidence of a growing interest 
throughout our denomination in the work 
of Christian Relations. ... 

“These ten years just past have been 
momentous in the life of the nation and 
of the world. It can be said to the credit 
of our denomination that its General As- 
sembly has endeavored to present the 
claims of Christ upon the church in this 
period, even though some positions taken 
have not been supported by all our people. 
We have joined with many other denom- 
inations in seeking to interpret the will 
of Christ for our times. ... There is a 
wide gap between our Christian faith and 
practice. It is our conviction, however, 
that the Presbyterian Church in the 
(nited States has taken her stand for the 
Christian way which recognizes and pro- 
motes the welfare of all people alike, and 
that there will be no turning back.” 

In reporting on the study of Christians 
Are Citizens, it is recognized that ‘oppo- 
sition has been raised in some quarters 
to the denomination’s emphasis this year, 
but the church generally has observed it.” 

The work of reconciliation is under- 
scored as a major responsibility of the 
church at the present time. The Division 
encourages the instrument of the confer- 
ence table for creating understanding and 
goodwill. Workshops on Evangelism and 
Christian Relations are held jointly. This 





THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
Presbyterian, U. S., Radio Series 
presents 
Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr. 


Pastor, Highland Park Presbyterian 

Church and 1957 Moderator of the Gen- 

eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
a7. S. 


speaking on 


A Faith for These Times 


Topic for 
Sun., Apr. 27 


“What to do 
with Life’s 
Burdens” 





Consult local newspaper for time and 
station. 

Write for copies of message to the sta- 
tion over which the Presbyterian, U. S. 
series is heard 

or 


The Protestant Radio and 
Television Center 
1727 Clifton Road, N. E., Atlanta 6, Ga. 
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is described as “an approach which has 
proved helpful and . . . is worth continu- 
ing.” 

49% of ideas 

The report on Radio and Television 
quotes a Saturday Review of Literature 
conclusion that 49% of the ideas now 
held by American people have come to 
them by way of radio or television. It 
says the average viewer now watches tel- 
evision a total of 13'4 hours a week. The 
challenge and large opportunity which 
this presents to the church is underscored. 

The Division in the Board of Church 
Extension, it is said, seeks to serve the 
entire church—boards, agencies, courts, 
conventions, institutions, and congrega- 
tions. The ad interim committee report 
(OuTLooK, April 14) will point the way 
to a greater use of the opportunity. 

The report of the Division of Evange- 
lism stresses the consideration that evan- 
gelism is never optional. 

Activities of the past year in many 


areas are recorded. It is indicated that 
additional staff personnel may soon be 
added. 

The problem of non-resident church 
members is described as perplexing: One 
family in five now moves each year. The 
report says: 

“Unless a vigorous effort is made, with- 
in two years many of these members are 
placed on the inactive roll, the ecclesias- 
tical morgue of the church, where they 
are ‘buried alive.’ ”’ 

Church Extension recommendations 
include one urging a $1,000,000 supple- 
mental offering next October 12-19 for 
the purchase of sites and the building of 
new churches. The same plan is to be 
followed as last year, with presbyteries 
retaining 80% of these offerings. 

With 1958 marking 40 continuous 
years of service by Dr. and Mrs. J. B. 
Bisceglia, the Board asks the General As- 
sembly to express appreciation for their 
work among Italian people in Kansas 
City. 





. . » Journalism in Georgia . 


3400 Brook Road 





Bocause of your support... 


A.T.S. Alumni are at work in services such as: Music in Japan 
. . Nursing in Taiwan . 
Education in Africa... Serving as D.C_E. in Florida . . . Secretarial 
Work in Korea... Teaching in Arkansas . . . Administrative \V ork 
in Virginia... Evangelism in Mexico. 


The General Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers 
A General Fund Agency 


. . Christian 


Richmond, Virginia 
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Allen Wehrli 


analysis. 
of Princeton Seminary. 





For information, write 


Donovan Norquist, 


JULY 7-17 
OPENING ADDRESS 
Christ Church, Methodist, New York City 


DRESS: Eden Seminary 


Problems of pulpit communication dealt 
with in classroom sessions and individual 
conferences. Voices recorded for private 
Conducted by W. J. Beeners 


PRINCETON SEMINARY, 





Ralph W. Sockman 


ELECTIVE COURSES 
Norman Goodall ~-..-World Council of 


2S ee Leeds, England Churches 
CONVOCATIONS Donald Macleod_ ~~ Princeton Seminary 
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Nels Ferre._Andover-Newton Seminary George Hendry ~__-_Princeton Seminary 
Donald Miller ___-- Union Seminary, 
CLINIC IN SERMON DELIVERY an oe 


Edward Dowey, Jr.__Princeton Seminary 
James Mutchmor_-_ United Church of 
Canada 


Edward Golden ____Princeton Seminary 


PREACHING SERIES 
Robert J. McCracken of Riverside Church, New York City, will deliver 
a series of sermons in the evening meetings of the second week. 
Registration: $5.00 per person 
$7.50 per couple 


Board, room and tuition: 
$50.00 per person 


PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 
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EDITORIAL 


Commissioner's Treatment 


A layman to the coming Charlotte Gen- 
eral Assembly has been caused to catch 
his breath suddenly at treatment he re- 
ceived when he objected to materials be- 
ing sent to him in order to “prepare” him 
for the Charlotte meeting. 

Offered a six-months subscription to 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal with- 
out charge, he wrote back declining the 
offer and protesting some of the state 
ments published there over the name of 
Paul Hastings. The letter was sent on 
to Hastings who then proceeded to take 
the commissioner to task, sending him 
at the same time an assortment of inflam- 
matory, anti-Semitic, and 
literature. 














race-baiting 
In addition he wrote this: 

“IT am going to send your letter on to 
some of the conservative elders in = 
Presbytery for their information, as I am 
sure they will be happy to know that they 
have such an ‘open-minded’ and ‘sweet- 
spirited’ commissioner representing them 
at the coming General Assembly. One who 
is anxious to hear both sides of the mat- 
ters being considered and having al] the 
facts in order that they might make a wise 
decision that will be pleasing to the Lord 
and for the best interests of our church.” 

Along with the letter was an attack 
on the Board of Women’s Work reprinted 
from the Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
and a pamphlet attacking the ministers 
of the church and charging “infiltration 
in our churches.” In addition, there were 
several reprints of the type constantly 
circulated by Hastings provided by one 
of the most extreme race-baiting and 
anti-Semitic operations heading up in 
California. 


Danger at Montreat 

It is doubtful if the situation facing 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., in con- 
nection with Montreat College is fully 
understood or appreciated. 

It has been made increasingly evident 
across the years that the church-at-large 
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does not intend to support a college there 
that would be on the same level with any 
of its existing institutions. It has also 
been made clear that other colleges and 
their constituents are unwilling to see a 
junior or senior college operated there 
with what amounts to a General Assem- 
bly subsidy. They feel that this is unfair. 

At the same time there are buildings 
and facilities that should be adapted to 
some educational enterprise the year- 
around. We can be sure that this prop- 
erty will be used in some manner. 

It is obvious that the presently-oper- 
ated Montreat College is facing extreme 
difficulties, with the termination of all 
church support. It has nowhere to turn 
for needed funds except to interested in- 
dividuals, and this requires a sustained 
program of solicitation. 

What we meant by our opening sen- 
tence is this: Are churchmen aware of 
what might happen if the college con- 
tinues to face financial difficulties ? 

The present college will cease to op- 
erate. At such a time, however, there will 
be a rush to fill the vacuum, and the 
probability is that Fundamentalists or 
some off-brand group will seek to iake 
over the facilities on a lease or rental 
basis. It is conceivable that such an 
arrangement might be made, though it is 
to be hoped that Montreat trustees would 
he alert to prevent it. 

If a Fundamentalist institution got a 
foothold at this conference center and 
attracted the usual following, Montreat’s 
usefulness to the church-at-large would 
be at an end. 

This is no plea to provide emergency 
funds for Montreat College. It is a re- 
minder of a serious condition that exists 
there and will exist until some workable 
plan is approved and in operation. We 
keep going back to our earlier convic- 
tions: The educational leadership of the 
church, whose support and goodwill are 
essential, should be given the task of 
developing the kind of institution at 
Montreat which the church’s educators 
would approve, which official bodies 
could support. 

Until that is done, a precarious and 
possibly dangerous situation will exist. 


Weapons 


A booklet listing important ecumenical 
statements on The Churches and Nuclear 
Weapons, published last month by the 
Ecumenical Council of Finland, sold out 
in four days. The second printing of the 
booklet, which includes the statement 
made in 1957 by the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches ad- 
vocating multilateral or unilateral re- 
nunciation of nuclear weapons, was is- 
sued in March. (EPs) 


THE OUTLOOK... 
—gives you more than facts. It gives you 
insights. 
Church Paper Week, April 20-27. 
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Opportunity in Bequests 
Stressed by Foundation 


In his first report as executive director 
of the Presbyterian Foundation, Inc., 
John R. Cunningham declares that an 
increasing number of people are making 
wills and that the idea of a Christian 
will is taking hold of the consciences of 
church members. He declares that the 
prospects of the Foundation are encour- 
aging. 

One of the fundamental needs, he says, 
is to provide adequate information about 
the Fcundation to ministers and church 
officers. 

The former North Carolina Founda- 
tion has now been dissolved in favor of 
the Assembly’s agency and the briefer 
title approved by the Birmingham Assem- 
bly last year is now in effect: “The Pres- 
byterian Foundation, Inc. (U. S.)” 

Receipts by the Foundation from all 
sources last year totalled $251,640. Of- 
fices have been established in the new 
Wachovia Bank Building, Charlotte, 
N.C. 


Stillman President Is 
Praised on 10th Anniversary 


Trustees of Stillman College marked 
the tenth anniversary of the presidency 
of Samuel Burney Hay at their recent 
meeting. In paying tribute to his leader- 
ship during this time they noted several 
contrasts over the period: 


1948 1958 
Endowment $80,000 $654,264 
Student body 178 364 
Faculty 16 35 
Operating Income $65,101 $244,291 
(Deficit: $24,311) (Surplus $5,684) 


In this period the college has moved 
from junior college standing to an ap- 
proved four-year college. More than 
$800,000 of new construction is recorded, 
including an auditorium-gymnasium; li- 
brary-classroom building; women’s dor- 
mitory; annex to men’s dormitory; din- 
ing room-kitchen, and a central heating 
system. 

The trustees’ resolution commended 
Dr. Hay “for his outstanding leadership, 
his sacrificial service, his complete devo- 
tion to this school in seeking to make it 
and help to perfect it into a great and 
mighty instrument in the hands of Christ 
for the edifying of the church, for the 
building of Christian character, for the 
strengthening of the life of the nation.” 


In its report to the General Assembly, 
Stillman’s urgent needs are listed as fol- 
lows: administration-classroom-auditori- 
um building (more than $200,000) ; ad- 
ditional boiler ($15,000); paving ($10,- 
000); pre-school laboratory ($75,000). 

Last year $71,000 was received from 
various foundations. 
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WHY GO TO COLLEGE AT ALL? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


OLLEGE is an expensive business, 
C both in time and money. Four years 
of time, and as for money, if you have 
been looking over catalogues you have 
discovered that money-wise no college is 
cheap. (Though it may be a bargain, at 
that. ) 

Now a college offers you, as the deans 
will tell you, many advantages. But what 
is the one big advantage, what is the 
college’s main offer? 

It offers you excellent physical train- 
ing, if you will take it. Every good col- 
lege nowadays has a good department of 
physical education, a strong program of 
intramural sports, a smart coaching staff. 
Some major sport is going on at all times, 
and minor sports are many. If you come 
out of college undeveloped or a non-par- 
ticipant it will be vour own fault. 

But you can get physical development 
anywhere. On the farm, in the city 
Y.M.C.A., in the small-town softball 
league—in our sports-minded America 
you can’t lack for body-building occupa- 
tions. Going to college is a mighty ex- 
pensive way to develop your muscles, 
when you can do the same at home. 


A COLLEGE offers social contacts 
and a chance to acquire social polish. 
This has many angles. There are minor 
matters such as how to manage a cock- 
tail fork or how to wear a tuxedo without 
feeling and acting like a stuffed shirt. 
There are much more important matters 
such as learning tact and courtesy as 
habits (and these can never be learned 
by correspondence courses), and the for- 
mation of lasting friendships. This is 
all to the good; but again this is some- 
thing you can learn withcut leaving your 
home town. If that place doesn’t offer 
vou all the social opportunities you can 
use, you must be living in the wrong 
place. And again, going to college is a 
mighty expensive method of learning 
which fork to use, or of discovering gcod 
friends. 

A college, furthermore, and especially 
a Christian college, gives you a wonder- 
ful opportunity to develop vour soul. It 
is quite probable that the pastor of the col- 
lege church has been chosen for his abil- 
ity to help young people. You will find 
many encouragements to the spiritual life, 
you will gain strength by dealing with 
man-sized temptations, your faith will 
begin to mature. 

But again the same thing is true. You 
can get spiritual development at home, 
or on a desert island. (John got a great 
deal on Patmos, you remember.) It is 
nonsense to think of going to college for 
your soul’s sake. If you told the average 
Dean, “I came to feed my soul,” you 
would see the Dean explode. College is 
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a terrifically expensive spot to feed your 
soul, 


OLLEGE offers these advantages, 
but they can all be had more cheaply 
(and in some respects better) at home. 
Yet there is one immense advantage that 
your home and your home town will not 
and cannot offer, not even if your home 
is in New York City. That is, the com- 
bination of faculty, classes, laboratery 
and library. Only in some big cities will 
you have anything approaching this off a 
college or university campus. The de- 
velopment of your power to think, the 
furnishing of your mind with the treas- 
ures of the world’s literature, the under- 
standing of the universe in which vou 
live, and of the planet under your feet 
you can never get this so well anvwhere 
as in college. 
Intellectual development and training, 
in short, are the one offering of a college 
which cannot be duplicated much more 
cheaply somewhere else. Even if you read 


all the books required for four years, plus 
as many others as you could absorb, it 
would not be like going to class, having 
to recite, being able to ask questions of 
the professor-expert, being stimulated by 
all the other students around you. 


T IS POSSIBLE, of course, to go to 

a college and spend most of your time 
and energy anywhere else but at your 
studies. It is possible to do just barely 
enough classwork so as not to be sent 
home. But this is cheating vourself and 
everyone who helps you to go to college. 
Going to a library every day for the 
scenery and never for a book; sailing on 
a round-the-world cruise and never leav- 
ing your state-room—these are silly 
things; but not more silly than going to 
college and not taking every advantage 
of the one thing you can have in college 
and nowhere else. 

* * * 

OUR ASSURANCE in making fateful 

decisions is our ultimate faith in God 
as Redeemer, our confidence that the 
future is in his hands, that neither to- 
talitarianism nor nuclear war can sep- 
arate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.—Joun C. BENNETT. 





costs.” 


etc. 


KNOXVILLE COLLEGE 


KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 


ISTINGUISHED by its emphasis on “high quality education at low 
A fully accredited United Presbyterian Church-related college 
with a student body of 500 representing more than 15 denominations. This 
“A” rated liberal arts college has a competent and skilled faculty, dedicated 
to do the best for the individual student. 


Courses lead to degrees in elementary education. music, history, English. 


Christian education. mathematics, chemistry. biology, sociology, engineering, 
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Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 


of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 
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PAST 97 YEARS CALLED ONLY 
BEGINNING IN WORLD MISSIONS 


The work that has been done in the 
past 97 years in the Foreign Mission 
work of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
is spoken of as ‘“‘a splendid start” in the 
report to the Charlotte General Assembly, 
but it is said, it must continue to be re- 
garded as only a beginning, for “‘no work 
of our church is so far from the point of 
saturation as is World Missions.” 

The young churches established by the 
missionaries, it is reported, “are not yet 
equal to the task of reaching the unevan- 


gelized millions of their own people. . . . 
They are barely able to maintain them- 
selves. .. . In no country where our mis- 
sionaries are at work does the Christian 
constituency represent more than five per 
cent of the population.” 

With 445 new missionaries being sent 
out during the past 12 years, this estab- 
lishes the record for any 12-year period 
in the history of the church. Only the 
Southern Baptists, it is said, with ten 
times the membership of the Presbyterian 





Students in P.J.C. Library 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


A Division of the Consolidated Presby- 
terian College of the Synod of 
North Carolina 


Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. and 
A. S. degrees. Graduates transfer to best 
colleges as juniors. Professor each twelve 
students. Personal attention. Scientific tests 
and guidance. Liberal arts. Business. Pre- 
professional. Preparatory Department 
grades 11 and 12. Highest accreditation 
by Regional Association. Athletics. Sum- 
mer School. Middle-East (Holy Land) 
College Credit Tour, July 4, 1958. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 
Maxton, North Carolina 








“Agnes Scott undertakes to con- 
front students with what is first 
rate, with the ‘habitual vision of 
greatness.’ It seeks to put excel- 
lence into young people until it 
becomes ‘the integrity of their 


lives.’ 


President Wallace M. Alston 


college for women. 





AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE 


DECATUR, GEORGIA 





Fine scholarship, genuine religious faith, a self-governed student body, re- 
sources of an excellent physical plant, and a substantial endowment plus loca- 
tion in metropolitan Atlanta make Agnes Scott a top-ranking liberal arts 


Affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


For information, address 


Director of Admissions 


Buttrick Hall 





Church, U. S., have equalled or exceeded 
this record among the “‘old line” denom- 
inations of this country. Yet this number 
represents less than one-fourth of the 
number requested by the missions and 
recognized by the Board as urgently 
needed. 

Last year 54,828 students were en- 
rolled in 1,184 missions schools of the 
church, and 161,381 patients were treated 
in 15 mission hospitals. 


Number in Congo 


With 167 missionaries at work in the 
Belgian Congo, this represents approxi- 
mately one-third of the entire number of 
missionaries in the denomination. 

In regard to activities in Japan, the 
Board reports that the Japanese Mission 
was received as an affiliate member of 
the Japan National Christian Council 
last year. The Mission new is able to 
participate in the planning of all impor- 
tant undertakings of the Council. It also 
says: 

“This last year also has brought our 
Presbyterian church into official participa- 
tion in the Japan International Christian 
University. Unquestionably, the most sig- 
nificant interdenominational project in 
postwar Japan, the JICU is aimed at 
meeting a long-felt need in Japan’s Chris- 
tian educational system—a topnotch post- 
graduate institution.” 





Overseas Relief 

The Department of Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid last year admin- 
istered gifts totalling $251,415. Of this, 
$104,046 was received in the Easter of- 
fering; $11,118 came from special gifts 
for Hungarian relief. A large variety of 
projects received support through Church 
World Service, through which this de- 
partment works. 

World Missions receipts last year to- 
talled $3,576,175, or an increase of 
$110,236 over 1956. 

The Assembly is asked to approve as 
the two youth financial objectives for 
1958, the building of needed churches in 
Leopoldville, Belgian Congo, and the 
provision of scholarships for Christian 
youth among Arab refugees. 


THE OUTLOOK... 
—translates important church and reli- 
gious matters into meaningful language 
for you. 
Church Paper Week, April 20-27. 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational junior college 


At Statesville, North Carolina in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Presbyterian. Dedi- 
cated to the Christian education of youth. Ac- 
credited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. High standards, excellent 
instruction. Preparation for advanced academic 
work ; specific vocational training. 

@ Basic Liberal Arts 

@ Terminal Business Education 

@ Voice @ Piano @ Organ 

Informal student activities. Campus dorm for 

women, approved town residences for men. De 
lightful climate. Easily accessible. Est. 1856. 
Scholarships, work opportunities. Liberally en- 
dowed. Rate: $794. Catalog. 
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Stable Financial Base 
Is Needed at Montreat 

The continuing difficulties in estab- 
lishing a stable financial operation at 
Montreat—the Mountain Retreat Ass 
ciation—is emphasized in the report io 
the General Assembly, which declares: 

“Despite careful management and strict 
economy in all operations Montreat con- 
tinues to be handicapped by debts—long- 
term and current. No reserve exists for 
emergency breakdowns, while much of the 
plant is more than 25 years old and some 
of it, such as water mains, more than 40 
years old. 
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VARIETY 
OF STYLES IN FINE 


CHOIR 
and PULPIT ROBES 


Reasonable Prices — Choice 
of styles, materials, and 
colors. Write for Free 
Catalog. 


HARTLEY 
Religious Vestments Div. 
1811-B Church St. © Nashville, Tenn. 











WALL MOUNTED RACK 


Hold More Wraps in Less Space. 
Standard in checkrooms. Also widely 
used as self-service racks in coffee 
shops, restaurants, meeting rooms — 
wherever people gather. Mount on 
any available wall space, even over 
floor obstructions, accommodate 4 
or 5 persons per a foot. Pro- 
vides each with a coat hanger and 
individual hat space. Keeps wraps 
aired, dry, “in-press.’”’” Come with 
or without numbers and checks. 
Strongly built of reinforced heavy 
gauge steel. Finished in baked 
enamel. 3’2”, 4’2”, 5'2” lengths. Mount 
independently or interlock to make 
continuous racks of 
any length. : 
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“Public confidence in Montreat and pub- 
lic goodwill was never better than now. 
The financial sustenance the church has 
provided Montreat has saved the institu- 
tion from bankruptcy.” 

Tribute is paid the leadership of J. 
Rupert McGregor, who served as presi- 
dent for ten years ending last June 1. 
During that time approximately $800,000 
in capital expenditures was recorded and 
150 new homes were built. Public utili- 
ties were improved and roads were ex- 
tended. 

Last year 26 different conferences were 
held at Montreat. It is estimated that 
during the vear 35.000 visitors were 
there. 


Training School Looks 
At New Possibilities 


In its report to the Charlotte Assembly 
the General Assembly's Training School 
suys it is studying the possible re- 
sponsibility of the Training School for 
in-service training of lay workers «and 
also the possible need of summer sessions. 

The school reports an enrollment for 
the current year of 112 
over the past year. 

A continuing demand for graduates 
far greater than the supplv—who can 
serve as Directors of Christian Education 
is recorded. 

Joint arrangements have been made 
with the School of Social Work of the 
Richmond Professional Institute (Wil- 


lism and Mary) to offer preparation for 
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service in the church's institutions. 
Student officers recently installed at 
the Training School for the coming year 
are: Ann Broom, Dalton, Ga., president; 
Ann Kennedy, Hinton, W. Va., vice- 
president; Virginia Entenza. Jackson- 
ville, Fla., secretary; Leonard Esler, 
Houston, Texas, treasurer. Committee 
chairmen: Evelyn Colvin, Anderson, §. 
C., spiritual life; Gloria Brinkley, Jack- 
sonville, Fla., social life; Ruth Lever, 
McConnells, S. C., outreach. 


Survey Circulation 
Shows Big Increase 


With its subsidy by the General As- 
sembly and the promotion of the Every 
Family Plan in the churches, The Pres- 
byterian Survey reports difficulty in keep- 
ing up with its present growth which went 
from approximately 40,000 to about 
165,000. 

A study dealing with the method of 
supporting The Survey was authorized 
last year, but the Board recommends that 
the present policy be continued for the 
time being. This calls for boards and 
agencies to underwrite the deficit. 

During the past year $50,738 was pro- 
vided by the five Boards and the General 
Council. 

The Board sees as one of the coming 
tests in its program whether or not 
churches renew the Every Family Plan 
subscriptions, which they are urged to do. 

The current report of the directors to 
the General Assembly carries a brief out- 
line of the history of The Survey and its 
predecessors as a promotional instrument 
for the agencies of the church. 
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Income for you——Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells 
how your gift to the Board purchases a regular an- 
nuity which pays you an income for life and later 
serves the Church. As protection for you, the full 

_amount is held by the Board through your lifetime. 
And, depending on your age, you can receive up to 
7.4% per year—regardless of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments to you are made semi-annually 

. . an income for you, now, an outgo for Christian- 
ity later. A gift of this nature will be a source of 


real satisfaction to you. 


Write today to G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 
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God's Law in a Nation’s Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for May 4, 1958 
Exodus 10-20; Printed Lesson 19:3-6; 20:1-4, 7-8, 12-17 


Ancient “Israel was a very small na- 
tion, a mere collection of nomad tribes. 
And when they reached Canaan, they 
occupied in their most prosperous days a 
territory which was never larger than 100 
by 150 miles. But their supreme im- 
portance, greater than that of the great 
nations of the earth, lay not in their his- 
tory nor the extent of their territory, but 
in the fact that they contained a germ out 
of which grew the Kingdom of God” 
(McNeile). That germ was planted at 
Mount Sinai, where they received the Ten 
Commandments, which remain today as 
the laws of life, not only for individuals, 
but also for nations. 

The Israelites understood that God 
had entered into a covenant with their 
forbears, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
Here at Sinai he proposed through Moses 
to broaden the covenant so as to include 
all the descendants of Jacob (or Israel), 
to make the sort of promise to the nation 
that he had formerly made to individuals. 
In proposing this important step God 
first reminded Moses that he had a claim 
upon the people because he had brought 
them out of the land of Egypt—-it might 
be said, indeed, that he had borne them 
on eagles’ wings. But he had greater 
plans for them in the future. They should 
be his own peculiar possession from 
among all peoples, a kingdom of priests 
(mediating God's blessings to others) 
and a holy nation, if they would obey his 
voice and keep his covenant. To under- 
stand Isracl’s subsequent history it is im- 
portant to note the condition appended 
to the covenant. The privileged position, 
the promised blessing were both depend- 
ent on the nation’s obedience to God’s 
word. (Moses understood very clearly 
that Israel’s position in the world, Is- 
rael’s contribution to the world, depended 
on her conformity to divine law. Is this 
true of other nations, of our own nation, 
let us say, as well?) 

The fundamental law on which the 
covenant was based in Israel’s case is 
found in Exodus 20-23. It consists of 
two parts: (1) the moral law, embodied 
in The Ten Commandments, and (2) the 
Civil Code, contained in what is the Book 
of the Covenant (20:21—23:33). God’s 
fundamental requirements (for Israel 
and for all mankind) are found in the 
Ten Commandments. The Civil Code 
(developed more fully in Leviticus and 
Deuteronomy, and not included in our 
present lesson) was an attempt to apply 
the principles of the Ten Commandments 
to the conditions of Moses’ own day, just 
as we must apply these same basic com- 
mandments to the conditions of cur own 
day. 
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The first four of the basic command- 
ments deal with our duties toward God; 
the last six with our duties toward man. 
We have not found the way of life for 
ourselves, and civilization is not firmly 
based, if either table of the law is not 
observed. 


1. God’s Being 


The first commandment, the basis of 
all the rest, is this, ‘‘You shall have no 
other gods before me.” This command- 
ment meant to the Israelites that they 
were to give their supreme allegiance to 
the God who had proved his power and 
revealed his mercy in the deliverance of 
his people from servitude in Egypt 
(20:1); it means that we are to give dur 
supreme allegiance to this same Ged as 
he has revealed himself to us through 
Jesus Christ. 

There are still millions who have not 
heard and millions more who have not 
bowed to the God who has made himself 
known in Christ—millions who bow 
rather to gods of wood and stone, mythi- 
cal gods who are no gods and who are 
powerless to save. The first command- 
ment bids us to do what we can that we 
may win them to his allegiance. 

In recent generations millions, includ- 
ing many in formerly Christian lands, 
have ceased to believe in any God, wor- 
shipping instead the idols of their own 
imagination. So long as this remains the 
case our civilization stands imperiled. 

We who call ourselves Christian may 
think that the first commandment has no 
meaning for us. But “what means it,” 
asks Martin Luther, “to have a god?” 
He replies, “Whatever thy heart clings 
to and relies upon, that is properly thy 
God.” In other words, a man’s god is to 
be found in that to which he gives his 
final obedience and from which he ex- 
pects the highest help. For some nom- 
inal Christians, it is the state, or money, 
or popularity, or Satan in one of his 
many disguises. 


Il. God’s Worship 


The heathen nations made images to 
represent their gods. The Lord strictly 
forbade the Israelites to represent him 
in any such way. The reason is plain. 
As someone has said: 


“The great aim of worship must be the 
apprehension of the spiritual, the exalting 
of God, and the communion of the soul 
with him. History has shown that the use 
of any material symbol is attended by two 
dangers. The first is that men lift the 
symbol up to the level of God; the second, 
that they drag God down to the level of 
the symbol. Thus faith may be misplaced 
on the one hand and degraded on the 
other.” 


In all churches 

““. .. people often give themselves to a 
most meticulous observance of certain 
religious forms. They attend church reg- 
ularly, but do not give their hearts to 
God. They have great reverence for the 
church, but do not surrender to the Christ 
for whom the church is named. Ritual 
fand form are often substituted for the 
reality which they are intended to show 
forth. Any worshipping of a symbol with- 
out worshipping the thing the symbol 
stands for means bowing down to a graven 
image.” 

Do vou agree with this statement, or 
not ? 


Ill. God’s Name 

Names in olden times were significant 
of the characteristics of the persons bear- 
ing them. The name of God in Scripture 
is often put for the character and at- 
tributes of the Divine being. ‘To take 
in vain’? means literally “to take up for 
unreality,” “to make use of for any idle, 
frivolous, or insincere purpose.” The 
third commandment then forbids not only 
profanity and perjury (both of which are 
very common), but also irreverence and 
religious hypocrisy, which may be de- 
fined as an empty profession of one’s 
faith. 

IV. God's Day 

The proper observance of the Lord’s 
Day is described (1) positively; and (2) 
negatively. Positively, God’s people must 
keep the Sabbath day holy, that is, it 
must be a day separated or consecrated 
unto God. Any use of the day which 
leaves God out of account and makes it 
a holiday rather than a holy day is a 
breach of the commandment. 

Negatively, we are commanded to keep 
the day free from labor. The Jews in- 
terpreted this last prohibition strictly. 
Any sort of labor was forbidden on that 
day, even the trimming of a wick, or the 
plucking of a hair. But Jesus explained 
that the Sabbath was made for man and 
not man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27), 
that is, for man’s good and enjoyment, 
not to burden him with senseless require- 
ments nor to require of him meaningless 
homage to God. Man needs rest from his 
labors one day out of seven for his own 
physical and spiritual good. It should 
be a day of physical and spiritual recrea- 
tion; and any use of the day which makes 
it otherwise is a misuse of one of God’s 
great gifts to man. 


V. Honor to Parents 

We come now to the second table of the 
law, dealing with our duties toward man. 
First, comes our obligations toward our 
parents—the primary commandment on 
which to some extent all the rest depend; 
then four commandments designed to 
safeguard man’s life, his home, his pos- 
sessions, and his reputation. 

The first commandment in the second 
group is to honor our parents. Accord- 
ing to the dictionary, to honor one’s par- 
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ents means to show them respect and 
regard by rendering them obedience and 
courtesy. The two requirements 
seem to be, first, obedience, and second, 
respect. 

The future of society and of religion 
depends in large measure upon the chil- 
dren’s attitude toward their parents, anc 
parents who cannot secure the respect, or 
who do not require obedience from their 
children are responsible for many of the 
evils to be found among the 
generation. 


Vi. Our Neighbor's Life 

The principle which underlies the sixth 
commandment is the sanctity of human 
life. In the English Revised Version the 
verse is translated more correctly, ‘“Thou 
shalt do no murder.” This is the true 
meaning of the commandment, for, as 
Canon Driver points out, “The Hebrew 
word implies violent, unauthorized kill- 
ing.”’ 

The Old Testament does not look, how- 
ever, upon unwitting killing as any light 
offence. See Numbers 35:9-34; Exodus 
21:28-29; Dt. 22:8. These various laws 
all hold a man responsible for a death 
due to his own carelessness or negligence. 


basic 


younger 


Not to save a life when one has oppor- 
tunity to do so, Jesus suggests, is in effect 
to kill (Mark 3:3). As summarized in 
our Shorter Catechism: 

“The sixth commandment requireth all 
lawful endeavor to preserve our own life 
or the life of others. The sixth command- 
ment forbiddeth the taking away of our 
own life or the life of our neighbor un- 
justly or whatsoever tendeth thereunto.” 

In the light of this interpretation, all 
of us need to consider scme of the far- 
reaching implications of this command- 
ment. Consider, for example, the mount 
ing death toll on our highwavs. much of 
it due to speeding, and much of it to the 
moderate or immoderate use of alcoholic 
beverages. ‘The Virginia Traffic Safety 
News recently claimed that our annual 
blood-letting on the highways could be 
stemmed if the church people would take 
their religion to the highway and point 
out to others that proper driving is sim 
ply a matter of self-control and obeying 
the Golden Rule. Does the sixth com- 
mandment require us to observe traffic 
laws? 


Vil. Our Neighbor's Home 

The seventh commahdment is directed 
specifically against the sin of adultery as 
violating the rights and responsibilities 
of the home. Its spirit emphatically for 
bids all unchastity before or after mar- 
riage 

In Matthew 5:27-30 Jesus greatly ex- 
tends the scope of the commandment 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You 
shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to 
you that everyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully [that is with the purpose of 
lusting, or of indulging lust in his ima- 
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gination ] has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart.” 

The Old Testament prohibited the out- 
ward act. But Jesus points out that real 
sin commences in the desire and inten- 
tion cherished in the heart. Desire is 
natural and inevitable. Sin lies in har- 
boring it and looking with lustful intent. 
Sensuality wrecks the body, enfeebles the 
mind and corrodes the heart. Therefore 
Jesus proceeds to warn us to cast away 
the cause of stumbling, whatever it may 
cost. 

Our Shorter Catechism gathers up the 
O.T. commandment with the teaching of 
Jesus and says: “The seventh command- 
ment forbiddeth all unchaste thoughts, 
words and actions. The seventh com- 
mandment requireth the preservation of 
our own and our neighbor’s chastity in 
heart, speech and behavior.” 

Does our modern literature, our mod- 
ern stage, including T.V. and radio, 
strengthen or weaken the moral standards 
inculcated by the Bible in this regard? 


4 ’ 
Vill. Our Neighbor’s Property 

The underlying principle of the eighth 
commandment is that of honesty. D. L. 
Mocdy once remarked: ‘Perhaps it is 
not necessary to speak here about the 
grosser violations of this commandment, 
because the law of the land looks after 
these, but a man or a woman can steal 
without cracking safes or picking pock- 
ets.”” We break the eighth commandment 
when we purloin property belonging to 
a hotel, or a big corporation, or the gov- 
ernment, when we do not restore bor- 
rowed property, when we do not make a 
sacrificial effort to pay our debts, when 
we misrepresent the goods which we at- 
tempt to sell, when we pad an expense 
account, or falsify an income tax return; 
when we accept any form of graft, even 
though it be presented as a gift. 

In a recent column in the Aflanta 
Constitution Ralph McGill, commenting 
on recent disclosures regarding certain 
labor leaders and some public officials, 
wrote: 

“Without much question, there is the 
greatest cynicism with regard to public 
money and public morality. ‘There is 
nothing wrong with it,’ is a familiar 
phrase. And, to be sure, there often isn’t. 
No law has been violated. Ethics, honor, 
and integrity may have been ignored. The 
taxpayer has paid through the nose. But 
‘there is nothing wrong with it.’ 

“We have developed a curious bit of 
semantics. A deed which costs the tax- 
payers an exorbitant amount is regarded 
as neither ‘wrong’ nor ‘immoral’ just so 
long as no law is violated. 

“There may have been gross immorality 
in the awarding of a road contract, in a 
large state purchase, or in the shakedown 
of liquor dealers by threatening loss of 
license, but if there was no open and di- 
rect defiance of statute, those involved 
see nothing ‘wrong’ or ethically immoral. 

“Indeed, ‘doing wrong’ has come to 
mean merely doing something which is 
against the law and causes one to be ar- 
rested—if caught. So narrow has become 
the modern definition of immorality that 


to many it means only being caught in g 
raid on a bawdy house. 

“As for public officials and their han. 
gers-on entering the office without means 
and quitting it well-off by reason of hay- 
ing shrewd ‘within-the-law’ machinations 
at the expense, finally, of the taxpayers, 
many such office-holders consider this a 
part of ‘politics.’ Assuredly, they do not 
view it as either ‘wrong’ or ‘immoral,’ 
They continue as regular church members, 
bleat the hymns most piously, pass the 
plate most politely, and unctiously anoint 
their heads by this exhibition of public 
virtue.” 

Perhaps we need a more sensitive con- 
science regarding the implications of the 
eighth commandment in both public and 
private life. 


IX. Our Neighbor's Reputation 

The underlying principle of the ninth 
commandment is that of truthfulness, 
especially in what we say about our 
neighbors. Deliberate untruthfulness 
about our neighbors is probably rare 
among Christian people. There are many 
politicians and others, however, who care- 
lessly or who wilfully misrepresent their 
opponents’ position to further their own 
interests, and almost all of us are very 
careless about the exact truth of the tales 
we repeat. The unpleasant gossip about 
our neighbors which we gladly repeat and 
pass on is often exaggerated or uncer- 
tain. Do these cases come under the ninth 
commandment? What cther illustrations 
can you give? In the Old Testament and 
even more in the New the prohibition of 
false witness against one’s neighbor is 
broadened into a prohibition of untruth- 
fulness in any form (see Ps. 51:6; Zech. 
8:15; Mt. 5:33-37). In the light of such 
passages our Shorter Catechism states: 

“The ninth commandment requireth the 
maintaining and promoting of truth be- 
tween man and man, and of our own and 
our neighbor’s good name, especially in 
witness bearing. The ninth commandment 
forbiddeth whatsoever is prejudicial to 
truth or injurious to our own or our neigh- 
bor’s good name.” 


X. Anything that Is Your Neighbor's 

There is more misunderstanding about 
the meaning of this commandment than 
any other. To covet is not to desire. We 
may desire our neighbor’s book and beg 
or borrow or buy it from him. We may 
long for many of the good things that he 
possesses, and that is not necessarily sin. 
To covet is primarily to desire unlaw- 
fully, to desire something which is for- 
bidden and to desire it with an inordinate 
passion which overrides the right means 
or which reaches after unlawful things 
and uses unlawful methods. It means, 
in addition, to desire more than one 
needs, more than one can use, to desire 
to accumulate money or power that one 
may spend it on selfish ends. Covetous- 
ness therefore is unlawful desire or inor- 
dinate desire. 

The other commandments deal with 
overt acts; this deals rather with that 
mind-set or disposition of the heart from 
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BOOK NOTES 


ONE IN CHRIST. By K. E. Skydsgaard. 
Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia. 220 pp. 
$4.00. 

In this book Dr. Skydsgaard, the well- 
known Danish Lutheran theologian—he 
is professor of theology at the University 
of Copenhagen and an active participant 
in the Faith and Order Movements of 
the World Council of Churches—-ana- 
lyzes the differences and resemblances be- 
tween Evangelical Christianity—-especi- 
ally Lutheranism—and Roman Catho- 
licism. Starting from the premise that 
both Protestants and Roman Catholics 
are one in Christ, he makes it clear that 
this basic point of likeness between the 
two Christian groups cannot conceal 
deepseated theological and ethical dif- 
ferences, which stem ultimately from the 
Roman Catholic recognition of tradition, 
as well as Scripture, as the source and 
norm of Christian doctrine. These basic 
divergences produce their differences be- 
tween the two types of Christianity on 
such questions as the church, the means 
of grace, the saints, and the Virgin Mary. 
Dr. Skydsgaard hopes that, by so making 
clear these basic points of difference be- 
tween Protestantism and Romanism, he 
may pave the way for more fruitful nego- 
tiations between the two groups, looking 
toward their eventual reunion. 

To the present reviewer, however, Dr. 
Skydsgaard’s careful and authoritative 
analysis makes it clear that the differ- 
ences between the two Christian Churches 
are so fundamental that no reunion nego- 
tiations—assuming that they could get 
started at all—would have any chance of 
success—unless, of course, Rome were 
to abandon its doctrinal divagations and 
return to the Bible as its sole authority 
on questions of doctrine. Dr. Skyds- 
gaard’s analysis, however, though not 
likely to bring about any reunicn, un- 





which the sinful act proceeds. As a cli- 
max and summary of them all, the tenth 
commandment tells us that the evil desire 
to have what is not ours lies at the root 
of all those sins which mar and desecrate 
the soul of man. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
tion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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tions. 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 
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WANTED A GRADUATE NURSE for small 

denominational college for 1958-59 ses- 
sion beginning in September. If interested, 
soaks to Box F-16, c/o Presbyterian Out- 
ook. 
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WANTED: Director of Music and Christian 

Education to serve central Florida Pres- 
byterian church, 475 members, 375 Sunday 
Church School, new buildings. Must be 
qualified organist. Address: Box F-15, c/o 
Presbyterian Outlook. 
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doubtedly clarifies the situation as be- 
tween Romanism and Protestantism in a 
most illuminating manner; and for this 
his readers will be grateful. 

NorMan V. Hore. 
Princeton, N. J. 
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from such 
a heritage 


The curriculum of the teaching ministry 
of the Church should flow from its creeds. 
It should be a vital and contemporary ex- 
pression of the faith of the Church. Our 
Presbyterian Literature is in harmony with 
the system of doctrine set forth in the 
Confession of Faith. Presbyterians use it 
with confidence. It reflects our Presbyte- 
rian heritage as only literature produced 


by and for our Church can. 


Our Presbyterian Literature provides education materials for a 
complete program of Christian Education. 


Write for brochure describing the literature planned, written, edited, 
and produced by and for our Church—"Our Presbyterian Literature.” 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION e@ PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 








MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

David C. Harrison, from El Dorado, 
Ark., to 563 Donaldson Ave., San Antonio, 
Texas, where he is working among Mexi- 
cans. 

Ralph E. Person, who has been study- 
ing in India and. elsewhere in Asia dur- 
ing the past two years, is the new director 
of student activities at the University 
church, Austin, Texas 

H. L. Gladney, from Dillon, S. C., to the 
Second church, 622 E. Jackson St., 
Thomasville, Ga. 

Nathan Dell, formerly of the 
of God in Christ, now 
Chapel, Darien, Ga. 

W. M. Brooks, formerly of Atlanta, Ga., 
is now in Belle Glade, Fla., where he is 
serving as a pastor to migrants. 

Simon Belvin, from Boswell, Okla., to 
the St. Matthews and Beech Tree 
churches, Broken Bow, Okla. 

Lawrence M. Correu, formerly of Hous- 
ton, Texas, now serves the First church, 
Silsbee, Texas, Box 1156. 

H. Grady James, formerly of Durant, 
Okla., has become superintendent of the 
Goodland Indian Orphanage, Goodland 
Rt., Hugo, Okla. 

John McSween from Clinton, S. C., to 
Garden City, Star Route 1, Myrtle Beach, 
S. C., through June 20. 

Woodrow McKay, Jr., from Salisbury, 
N. C., to First church, Chipley, Fla. 

Oscar Gardner, from Hugo, Okla., to 
Phelps, Ky. 

Richmond McKinney, formerly of Me 
Kinney, Texas, has become pastor of the 
First church, Laredo, Texas, 1719 Market 
St. 

Frank B,. O'Leary, Jr., formerly of New 
Orleans, is now pastor of the Bayliss 
Memorial and Mary Spears’ churches, 
Grayson, Ky. 
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serves the Grant 


Presbyterian U.P.-USA 

Judson Wiley, Mt. Pleasant, Pa., 
been called to the Forest 
Coraopolis, Pa. 

J. Wallace Carlson, formerly director 
of the New Church Development for 
Kansas City Presbytery, is the new pas- 
tor of the St. Luke’s church, Kansas City. 

Stephen Rybolt, formerly of Clarks- 
ville, Mo., has become pastor of the Odell 
Avenue church, Marshall, Mo. 

Raymond H. Gordon, retired 


has 
Grove church, 


United 





DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 


Emphasizes Christian Character and 
thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equipment. 


A splendidly trained faculty of Chris- 
tian men and women. 


A good place for an investment. 


DAVID K. ALLEN, President 


college for men and 


individual 








Presbyterian minister, is temporary sup- 
ply of Westminster church (USA), On- 
tario, Calif. 

Wendell S. Tredick, formerly of Kens- 
ington, Md., is beginning his new service 
in the First church, Long Beach, Calif. 

Douglas A. Dunderdale, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
is to become minister of the Phoenixville, 
Pa., church. 

Joseph W. Baus, formerly of Jackson- 
ville, Ill., has become field director of 
Christian Education in Pittsburgh, Pa. 

William H. Hezlep from Clarksville, 
Pa., to 159 La Crosse St., Pittsburgh 18, 
Pa. 


CHURCHMEN’S AWARDS 

Chosen to be honored by citations dur- 
ing the annual Washington Pilgrimage 
May 3 are the following: Georgia Hark- 
ness, faculty, Pacific School of Religion, 
Berkeley, Calif., Church Woman of the 
Year; Joseph R. Sizoo, professor of Re- 
ligion at George Washington University, 
Washington, D. C., Clergy Churchman 
of the Year; Cecil B. DeMille, motion 
picture executive, Lay Churchman of the 
Year. 


MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 

Korea: The James T. Magruders, 858 
Eden Terrace, Rock Hill, S. C., early in 
May. 

India: The D. L. Swanns, 347 
St., Cheraw, S. C. 

Thailand: The E. John Hamlins, 47 
Claremont Ave., New York 27, N. Y.; the 
Horace W. Ryburns, 47 Claremont Ave., 
New York 27. 


Huger 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Jean Moling, Winchester, Va., 
come associate director of 
Work for the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Christian Education, June 1. 

Mrs. Joseph E, (Inez Mitchell) Knight, 
Elizabethtown, Ky., is to become associate 
director of adult education for the Pres- 
byterian, U.S., Board of Education begin- 
ning this summer. 


will be- 
Children’s 
Board of 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

John H. McKinnon, First church, Knox- 
ville, Tenn., was Religious Emphasis 
Week speaker at Presbyterian Junior 
College, Maxton, N. C. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Additions to the staff of the 
Council of Churches include: 

Darrell D. Randall, an economist, has 
been named associate executive director 
of the Department of International 
Affairs. 

Milton A. Heitzman, formerly a Congre- 
gational pastor and recently on the NCC 
staff for audio-visuals and broadcast edu- 
cation, has been made director of edu- 
cational evangelism of the NCC. 


National 


INJURY 

Hugh |. Evans, New York, was in a 
serious condition with hip and rib frae. 
tures following a two-car collision near 
Tryon, N. C., Apr. 9. Dr. Evans, follow- 
ing his Dayton, Ohio, pastorate, has been 
serving as director of the Presbyterian 
(USA) Foundation. 
FRATERNAL DELEGATE 

Paul B. Freeland, Nashville, Tenn, 
Presbyterian, U. S., director of Overseas 
Relief and Interchurch Aid, will be hig 
church’s fraternal delegate to the Gen.’ 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 


BOOK PUBLISHED 

John C. Hauenstein, of Arden, N. C., is’ 
the author of “Poems of Renewal,” just 
published by Exposition Press, N. Y, 
with a foreword by Carlyle Adams, re- 
ligion editor of the Albany (N. Y.) Times- 
Union. 
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Send for illustrated booklet 
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